
WYOMING CAPITOL SQUARE DESIGN 



Vision 

The charrette teams will 

investigate the validity of 

the previous concepts as it 

is compared to the task 

force direction and the 

confirmed program for the 

building. They will offer 

new approaches to the 

design through discoveries 

made during this process. 
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Context 

The Herschler will be 

updated to provide flexible 

and adaptable work 

environments for State 

Offices. 
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Teams 

Jeff Fleischer 

Maurice Salata 

Tom Trenolone 

Tim Nuanes Bill DeRoin 
Aneetha 

McLellan 

Sandra Hueske Kevin Augustyn Kevin Lynch 

Gavin Sharp Bryan Sumruld Jill McFee 
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Contour 

The conceptual theme is to 

express the inherent beauty 

of the terraced plane. 

Using notions of a natural 

outcropping, mining or a 

geological study to inform 

the site and the building 

forms. 
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Precedents  
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Devil’s Tower. Photo. n.d. Devils_Tower. Web. 05.01.2014. Strip mine. Photo.  n.d. Powder River Basin Coal Lease Auction 

Receives No Bids For First Time In Wyoming History.  Web. 

05.01.2014. 

Nicholas. Gouldsboro State Park. Photo.  04.19.2007. 

wikimedia. Web. 05.01.2014. 



Precedents  
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Hadid, Zaha. Dongdaemun Design Plaza. Photo. 2013. 

architizer. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Herzog & de Meron. Ampliamento Museum der Kulturen.  Photo.  

n.d. Architecturetrips.com.  Web. 05.01.2014. 

HDR Photo 



Reorganization of Site 

• confused entry points 

• disengaged with community 

• site bisected by 

vehicular traffic 

• no cohesiveness between 

two buildings 

 

< current conditions 
proposed improvements > 

 

• relocate vehicular access to 

north side 

• reclaim center of site for 

plaza 

• create a new centralized 

entry point 

• through site layout and 

landscaping create a 

cohesive dialogue between 

the buildings 
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? 



Reorganization of Site 

• increased prominence and 

grandeur 

• more natural and organic 

flow 

• strengthen wayfinding 

• increase and focused 

energy, activity and 

interconnectivity on the 

site 

• sculpted forms echo 

Wyoming’s landscapes 

• accepts and reinforces 

the existing historical 

elements 
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ACCESS 

NEW / RENOVATED 

TERRACE 

HISTORIC 

RESTORED HISTORIC 

LAWN 

TERRACE 



Axis 

All of the 

conceptualizations were 

derived by adhering to the 

notion of axis. This axis 

is the unifying factor that 

helped organize and 

strengthen the 

relationships between the 

Capitol and the Herschler 

buildings. 
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Precedents  

11 

Schneider + Schumacher. Städel Museum. Photo. n.d. 

engelbretchts. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Mitchell/Giurgola & Thorp Architects. Parliament House. Photo.  

n.d. Parliament-house..  Web. 05.01.2014. 

Unknown. A quillwork knife sheath. Photo.  1916. Wikipedia. 

Web. 05.01.2014. 



Precedents  
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animal alex. Shopping mall. Photo. n.d. Flickr. Web. 

05.01.2014. 

MBisanz. East Building of the National Gallery of Art by I.M. 

Pei. Photo.  n.d. Wikipedia.  Web. 05.01.2014. 

Stephanie. de Young observation deck. Photo.  03.18.2008. 

Flickr. Web. 05.01.2014. 



Creating Connections 

• create and maintain 

visuals back to capitol 

through spine 

• spine become a historical 

repository—the Hall of 

Wyoming 

• space between buildings 

becomes the new heart for 

activity 

• create “connections” 

(horizontal and vertical) 

• subterranean, but 

uplifting 

new / renovated 

Herschler 

urban grid 

historical capitol 

grounds 
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Elemental 

The approach of this design 

was to introduce elements 

of natural Wyoming into the 

project. Using a vernacular 

theory, the team explores 

the use of wood and stone 

combinations set within a 

Wyoming plain. 
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Precedents  
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renatamartins. Granada Science Park - Ferrater+Jimenez. 

Photo. 04.09.2010. Flickr. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Swiss Pearl. Photo.  n.d.  swisspearl. Web. 05.01.2014. Hickok Cole. NPR. Photo.  2013. hickokcole. Web. 05.01.2014. 



Precedents  

landscape 

wood 

stone 
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HDR Photo Kovalchek, Frank. Mormon Barn, Antelope Flats Road. Photo. n.d. Flickr.  Web. 05.01.2014. 



Holistic Approach 
• north addition should 

resolve Herschler’s 

angular complexities 

• conference rooms 

positioned at north end 

of addition, creates view 

from exterior to 

establish “government at 

work” idea 

• “healing” the façade 

though application of 

wood & earth-toned 

materials 

• replace exterior fins 

with glazed fins 

application of color 

tones that replicate 

capitol dome’s stained 

glass or layered colors 

to evoke Wyoming natural 

landscape 

• new exterior stair shafts 

on each wing are angled 

to maximize views 

• introduce a grand 

staircase at the 

Herschler building to 

compliment the Capitol’s 

staircase 
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Evaluation 

BOX CANYON RIVER LANDSCAPE 
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National Parks Service. Cascade Canyon. n.d. Wikipedia.  

Web. 05.01.2014. 

Tordiff, Joe. Snake River. Photo. 05.27.2007.. Wikipedia. Web. 

05.01.2014. 

Lund, Ken. Lower Terrace, Mammoth Hot Springs. Photo. 

08.10.2007. Flickr.  Web. 05.01.2014. 



Box Canyon | Site 

NATURE BUILT 
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Acroterion. Death Canyon. Photo. 09.20.2010. Wikipedia. Web. 

05.01.2014. 

joevare. Nelson Atkins Museum by Steven Holl. Photo. 

12.13.2008. Flickr.  Web. 05.01.2014. 



Box Canyon | Site 
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Box Canyon | SW 
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Box Canyon | SE 
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Box Canyon | NE 
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Box Canyon | NW 
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Box Canyon | Capitol Connection 
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26 
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Box Canyon | Envelope 

NATURE BUILT 
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Faulkingham, Colin. Devil’s Tower. Photo. 07.27.2005. 

Wikipedia. Web. 05.01.2014. 

redchalksketch. Sarphatistraat Offices  by Steven Holl 

Architects.  Photo.  02.12.2012.  wordpress.  Web. 

05.01.2014. 
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Box Canyon | Environment 

NATURE BUILT 
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Big Horn Mountains. Photo. n.d. buffalowyoming. Web. 

05.01.2014. 

SOM. National Museum of American History. Photo.  2008. 

si.edu.  Web. 05.01.2014. 
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Box Canyon | Connector Link 
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Box Canyon | Level 2 
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Box Canyon | Precedents  
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Dasher Hurst Architects. Law Offices of Farah & Farah. 

Photo. n.d. dasherhurst. Web. 05.01.2014  

Chris Barrett Photography. Baker and McKenzie Conference 

Center by Pretorius Studio. Photo. n.d. pretoriusstudio. Web. 

05.01.2014. 

Maguire. Goodyear Global Headquarters by Vocon/Gensler. 

Photo. n.d. zafrocreative.Web. 05.01.2014. 



Box Canyon | Precedents  
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Biernat, Magda. Hain Celestial Headquarters by Architecture 

+ Information and JBM Interior Design. Photo. n.d. 

officesnapshots. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Space. Santillana Offices. Photo. 11.03.2012. 

retaildesignblog. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Hickok Cole Architects. District Architecture Center for the 

DC Chapter of the AIA. Photo.  11.2011. hickokcole.  Web. 

05.01.2014. 



Box Canyon | Precedents  
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Zefyr Group. Vertical Fin Screening. Photo. n.d. vertical-

fin-screening. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Holmes. Park Mains High School. Photo. n.d. archdaily. Web. 

05.01.2014. 

van Roon, Matthijs. The Hague by Hofman Dujardin Architects. 

Photo.  2013. archdaily.  Web. 05.01.2014. 



Box Canyon | Pros & Cons 
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River | Site 

NATURE BUILT 
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The Wagner Perspective. Wind River Canyon. Photo. n.d. 

gotogwteetrail. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Thorp, James. Conservatoire of Music and Dance by Architects 

Herzog & de Meuron. Photo.  09.25.2011. Flickr. Web. 

05.01.2014. 



River | Site 
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River | SW 
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River | SE 
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River | NE 
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River | NW 
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River | Capitol Connection 
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48 
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River | Envelope 

NATURE BUILT 
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Zenner, S. Trapper Lake in Grand Teton Nation Park. Photo. 

n.d. Wikipedia. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Lord, John. Conservatoire of Music and Dance by Architects 

Herzog & de Meuron. Photo.  01.01.2013. Flickr. Web. 

05.01.2014. 
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Vaden, Mario. The Smitty. Photo. n.d. the-smitty.  Web. 

05.01.2014. 

River | Environment 

NATURE BUILT 
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Maguire. Goodyear Global Headquarters by Vocon/Gensler. 

Photo. n.d. zafrocreative.Web. 05.01.2014. 
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River | Connector Link 
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River | Level 2 
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River | Precedents  
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Schmidt Hammer Lassen Architects. Nykredit. Photo. 2001. 

shl.dk. Web. 05.01.2014. 

BIG. Amagerforbraendingen Energy Plant. Photo.  2011. 

inhabitat. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Foster + Partners. Museum of Fine Arts. Photo.  2010. 

muesum-of-fine-arts. Web. 05.01.2014. 



River | Precedents  
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Admin. Lewis Integrative Science Building. Photo. 

04.10.2012. uoregon.edu. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Studio Architecture. Georgetown University School of 

Continuing Studies. Photo.  n.d. stewartcoleman.  Web. 

05.01.2014. 

Rapt Studio & WRNS Studio. Adobe Systems Utah Campus. Photo.  

2012. Architizer.  Web. 05.01.2014. 



River | Pros & Cons 
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Lund, Ken. Lower Terrace, Mammoth Hot Springs. Photo. 

08.10.2007. Flickr.  Web. 05.01.2014. 

NATURE BUILT 

Landscape | Site 
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Stewart, Holly. Children’s Garden by Andrea Cochran. Photo.  

2002. acochran. Web. 05.01.2014. 



Landscape | Site 
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Landscape | SW 
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Landscape | SE 
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Landscape | NE 
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Landscape | NW 
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Landscape | Capitol Connection 
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69 
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Landscape | Envelope 

NATURE BUILT 
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Richard Meier and Partners. Teachers Village. Photo. 

02.26.2012. It Takes a Village: Teachers Village.  Web. 

05.01.2014. 

alh1. Mormon Barn, Antelope Flats Road. Photo. 06.30.2010. 

Flickr.  Web. 05.01.2014. 
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Landscape | Environment 

NATURE BUILT 
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Kirloskar, Nitin. Coal Mine. Photo. 06.24.2006. Flickr. Web. 

05.01.2014. 

RTKL Associates. Catholic Medical Center. Photo. n.d. 

interiordesign.net. Web. 05.01.2014. 
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Landscape | Connector Link 
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Landscape | Level 2 
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Landscape | Precedents  
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Shimoda Design Group. Steelcase WorkCafe. Photo. n.d. shawcontractgroup. Web. 05.01.2014. Behnisch Architekten. John and Frances Angelos Law Center. 

Photo. 2013. Topping_The_GreenBuilding_Charts. Web. 

05.01.2014. 



Landscape | Precedents  
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Space Group. Clarion Hotel & Congress Trondheim. Photo. 

05.2012. spacegroup.no. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Shimoda Design Group. Steelcase WorkCafe. Photo. n.d. shawcontractgroup. Web. 05.01.2014. 



Landscape | Pros & Cons 
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General Design Ideas 
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Australian Human Rights Commission. Photo. 2011. every-voice. Web. 05.01.2014. IWAMOTOSCOTT Architecture. Heavy Bit Industries. Photo.  2012. archdaily. Web. 05.01.2014. 



Conference Room Examples 
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ITOKI Corporation. SYNQA ITOKI Innovation Center. Photo.  n.d. 

bustler. Web. 05.01.2014. 

Maguire. Goodyear Global Headquarters by Vocon/Gensler. 

Photo. 12.20.2013. retaildesignblog. Web. 05.01.2014. 

STUDIOS. LVMH Bayard. Photo. 2012. lvmh_bayard. Web. 

05.01.2014. 




